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Throughout my life, I have had the privilege of meeting many distinguished entrepreneurs. Some 
have built highly successful companies; others have accumulated great wealth. Yet only a select 
few leave behind a legacy that transcends business and genuinely enriches society. Kiyoshi Kimura, 
President of Kiyomura Corporation and founder of Sushi Zanmai, belongs to this rare and inspiring 
group of leaders who believe that the true purpose of business is not merely to generate profits or 
satisfy investors, but to improve people's lives, create happiness, and contribute to the well-being 
of society. 

Although he is internationally recognized as the "Tuna King" for his record-breaking purchases at 
Tokyo's renowned tuna auctions, that title captures only a small part of who he truly is. Behind the 
celebrated businessman stands a man of profound humanity whose philosophy is rooted in 
friendship, generosity, human development, international cooperation, and the conviction that 
commerce can become one of the world's most effective instruments for peace. 

I met Mr. Kimura in 2009 at the golf club of my good friend, Mr. Toshimichi Sakai, in Ibaraki 
Prefecture, during a golf tournament jointly organized by the Embassies of Panama and Cuba. The 
event aimed to foster friendship among diplomats, Japanese political leaders, senior government 
officials, and members of the business community. The tournament concluded with a reception 
where Mr. Kimura performed a spectacular tuna-cutting demonstration that captivated everyone 
present. 

What impressed me most, however, was not the size of the tuna or the artistry of the demonstration. 
It was the warmth of the man himself. From our very first meeting, I was struck by his humility, 
generosity, sincerity, and genuine desire to bring people together. Those qualities laid the 
foundation for a friendship and professional relationship that has now flourished for more than 
fifteen years. 

During my tenure as Ambassador of Panama to Japan, Mr. Kimura became one of the Embassy’s 
most valued friends and supporters. He generously took part in two golf tournaments in 2018 and 
2019 organized by the Embassy to commemorate Panama’s National Day. On both occasions, he 
performed tuna-cutting demonstrations that highlighted the richness of Japanese culinary culture 
and enhanced the visibility and prestige of the events. His participation brought not only distinction, 
but also warmth and a spirit of friendship, creating memorable experiences that further 
strengthened the relationship between the Embassy of Panama and Japanese distinguished guests. 

Yet Mr. Kimura's commitment to Panama did not end there. In 2024, during the celebration of the 
120th Anniversary of Diplomatic Relations between Japan and Panama, he once again honored us 



by carrying out a joyful tuna-cutting ceremony. Through his generosity, an official diplomatic 
celebration became something even more meaningful—a celebration of friendship, mutual respect, 
and the enduring human bonds that unite Panama and Japan. 

It is also important to highlight that his commitment has extended beyond Panama. Over the years, 
Mr. Kimura has demonstrated a deep appreciation for Latin America and the Caribbean through 
the acquisition of seafood products from the region. Likewise, he has supported the activities 
organized by various embassies accredited in Tokyo. He understands that international trade is not 
a simple exchange of goods, but rather a means to generate prosperity, strengthen mutual 
understanding, and improve people's quality of life around the world. 

It was therefore only natural that, when the Japanese Association for the Promotion of Latin 
America and the Caribbean (JAPOLAC) was founded in 2020, Mr. Kimura graciously accepted 
our invitation to serve as Honorary Director. His acceptance was both an honor and a powerful 
symbol of the values our organization seeks to promote. Indeed, his business philosophy faithfully 
reflects JAPOLAC's mission of driving human development through practical cooperation 
between Japan and Latin America and the Caribbean. 

He has consistently demonstrated that business exists not simply to maximize profits, but to create 
happiness, expand opportunities, build trust among nations, and contribute to lasting peace through 
trade, cultural exchange, and human development. 

His own life stands as a testament to struggle and tenacity in the face of adversity. Having endured 
hardships during his childhood, served in the Japan Air Self-Defense Force, studied law while 
working to support himself, and ultimately built one of Japan's most successful restaurant groups, 
Mr. Kimura firmly believes that perseverance, discipline, compassion, and service to others are 
the true pillars of lasting success. 

His notable contributions have also earned well-deserved international recognition. In 2022, His 
Majesty King Felipe VI of Spain awarded him the Order of Civil Merit in recognition of his 
outstanding contribution to strengthening economic relations between Spain and Japan. Spain also 
recognized Kiyomura Corporation's generous support during the COVID-19 pandemic, when the 
company assisted in facilitating vaccinations for embassy personnel and members of the 
diplomatic corps accredited in Japan. 

More recently, the Kingdom of Morocco appointed him Honorary Consul in Chiba Prefecture, 
recognizing his continued efforts to deepen friendship and commercial cooperation between 
Morocco and Japan. 

In April this year, his company, Kiyomura Corporation, was also included in the Guinness World 
Record for paying the highest price of US$3.3 million for a 243 kg tuna at the Toyosu Fish Market 
in Tokyo. This feat represents his acumen in business, as paying this price further catapulted his 
brand and the unique Japanese culinary tradition in Japan and the world. 

These prestigious distinctions remind us of an important reality. In today's interconnected world, 
international relations are no longer built exclusively by governments. They are also strengthened 



by visionary entrepreneurs who use business, food, culture, and personal relationships to connect 
people across borders. 

To me personally, Kiyoshi Kimura embodies the very best of Japan's entrepreneurial spirit—the 
same spirit that transformed Japan from a feudal society into a modern nation and enabled it to rise 
from the devastation of war to become one of the world's most advanced, technologically 
innovative, peaceful, and culturally proud countries. 

He has shown that a tuna auction can capture the world's imagination, that a tuna-cutting ceremony 
can become an instrument of cultural diplomacy, and that a restaurant can serve as a bridge 
connecting nations and peoples. 

Above all, he reminds us that authentic leadership begins with caring for others. A true leader does 
not simply guide an organization toward success but inspires others to reach a higher standard of 
life, dignity, and purpose. 

At JAPOLAC, we are inspired by that same vision. Our mission is to bring together the peoples of 
Japan, Latin America, and the Caribbean through education, trade, tourism, culture, and human 
development. Mr. Kimura's lifelong example demonstrates that these aspirations are not merely 
ideals; they are practical objectives that become reality when business is guided by integrity, 
generosity, and a genuine desire to serve society. 

As I reflect upon more than fifteen years of friendship and collaboration, I feel a profound sense 
of gratitude for Mr. Kimura's unwavering support for Panama, for Latin America and the 
Caribbean, and for JAPOLAC. More importantly, I am grateful for his example as a human being 
whose life has touched countless people across cultures and continents. 

Kiyoshi Kimura reminds us that the greatest entrepreneurs are not remembered merely for the 
companies they build or the wealth they create. They are remembered because they build trust 
where there is uncertainty, friendship where there are differences, and hope where cooperation can 
create a better future. 

In a world increasingly challenged by armed conflicts, economic tensions, and uncertainty, Mr. 
Kimura's life also reminds us that lasting peace is built not only through diplomacy, but also 
through generosity, friendship, trade, and a steadfast commitment to helping others. 

I would like to conclude by inviting readers to discover Mr. Kimura's inspiring 
autobiography, Tuna King Kiyoshi Kimura: When You Think All Is Lost, Dawn Is Just Around the 
Corner. In this fascinating book, he shares the lessons of a life shaped by perseverance, discipline, 
gratitude, and an unwavering belief that even the greatest challenges can become opportunities for 
growth.  

More than the story of a successful entrepreneur, it is a testament to the power of resilience, service 
to others, and the conviction that true success is measured not only by business achievements, but 
also by the positive impact we leave on people's lives and on society. 


